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schools shall be similar to those enjoyed by the
secondary school teachers. ^ As a result of this
law, the normal schools which formerly used to
train teachers for elementary schools have been
abolished everywhere except in Bavaria and
Wurtemberg. Now, all those who wish to
become teachers in the elementary schools are
required to pass the Leaving or 'Maturity* Exam-
ination of a high school and thereafter to undergo
training either in the special pedagogical acade-
mies which have been established in many States
in recent years, or in a university. All teachers
in public schools have the rights and duties of
state officials, and the value of the service of
teachers in the elementary schools is considered
to be as great as that of teachers in the secondary
schools.
The clauses in the Federal Constitution pertain-
ing to religious instruction reveal the same liberal
tendency of the new educational policy. Religious
instruction continues to be part of the regular
school curriculum and provision for it is made in all
schools, but a teacher is not compelled to give
such instruction, and whether a child shall re-
ceive it or not depends upon the will of the
parents.
The influence of the movements for school
reform which preceded the War is to be seen
clearly in the new curricula and syllabuses of the
various grades and types of schools. The main
features of the reforms which have been introduced
in this connection are as follows :